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THE RAGBIRDS
WANDERLOVE
YPSILANTI, MICH.  
July 2007

STATE OF THE UNION
STATE OF THE UNION
ST. JOSEPH, MICH.    
July 2007

DEATH BY DANCING
THE DISTRIBUTION EP
GRAND HAVEN, MICH.  
June 2007

BLESS YOU BOYS
ARMED TO THE TEETH
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.    
June 2007

SUNSPOT
NEANDERTHAL
VERONA, WIS.   
July 2007

LOVE IN OCTOBER
WORDS OF SOUNDS
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.     
July 2007

KILL TOMORROW
EMPIRE TO ASHES
MUSKEGON, MICH.  
July 2007

THE FABULOUS
LET US DANCE EP
MUSKEGON/GRANDHAVEN/FREMONT, MICH.  
June 2007

Aside from being an elegant showcase for
down-to-earth songwriting, this album plays
like a survey of ethnic instruments and
rhythmic idioms. Beautifully recorded
percussion and stringed instruments
ambitiously caper through the breezy
soundscape of the album conjuring Moroccan
bazaars and Appalachian mountain towns
alike. Not quite the roots-informed musings of
Gillian Welch or the new country of Nickel
Creek, this Eastern Michigan five-piece brings

together a fine mix of border-crossing style and excitingly fruitful
musicianship. Definitely pay a visit to theragbirds.com or
myspace.com/theragbirds to hear the music, or to marvel at the monster
list of summer show dates. — Ryan Cunningham

Hailing from all over the upper Midwest, the
five members of State Of The Union have
come together surrounded by horror imagery
and politically driven diatribe to conjure this
13-track work of heavy metal art. Punctuated
by intermissions of ominous
electronica-backed monologues, gut screams
and crushing guitars convulse over the
mercilessly concussive rhythm section.
Melodic singing and intricate structuring take
these songs from merely brutal to majestic.

Engineered by band member Lance Eichler, one can expect that this
production is very true to the band’s core intention. Go to
myspace.com/stateoftheunionmusic for a listen and to see show dates. —
Ryan Cunningham

Technology really has transformed music. In
less than a year, Grand Haven’s Death By
Dancing has gone from talking about starting
a band to having one of the most polished,
futuristic-sounding CDs in the area. Certainly
such sudden success will make many liken
the emo-punk-goes-electronica act to Panic!
At The Disco, without the theatrics, although
such a scapegoat sub-genre generalization
shortchanges the band’s budding sound.
Drum machines and pulsating synths

dominate most of these songs, but they still feel surprisingly human.
Those who missed the band’s big-time opening set before The Red
Jumpsuit Apparatus last month might have to head to the Muskegon
Summer Celebration, where Death By Dancing will take its rave-ready
sound out into the sunshine June 29. — Eric Mitts

Elegantly dressed Grand Rapids rock quartet
Bless You Boys have cobbled together a
mature pop album informed by everyone from
early Beatles to the Gin Blossoms to later
Jimmy Eat World. Ministered by
singer/songwriter Chris Andrus, the tunes are
laced together thoughtfully and layered with

The fourth album from self-penned
“geek rock” trio Sunspot is marked by
florid background vocals, loud bass
guitar and catchy melodies. From the
Barenaked Ladies-style loquacity that
peppers the album to the ska-infused
rhythms of the title track, these eight
tracks draw from a place of simple
character-driven humor and fun things
you can do with a rock trio. A level of
intimacy is achieved such that one can

imagine standing in front of Mike (singer) at a local bar, being sung
to directly, and quite probably being the subject of a song he would
write after the show – willingly or not. See sunspotmusic.com for
details. — RC

As the name of the band connotes, the
music by this Minneapolis quartet is a
sweet yet forceful thing colored by
falling leaves of northern-European
discontent and mortality. The
Swedish-born Windman brothers
moved to Minnesota early this century
where they recently utilized their
indie-flavored pop sensibility to craft
this six-track radio-friendly EP. Partially
recorded by Ed Rose (The Get Up Kids,

Motion City Soundtrack), the songs are polished in true modern
rock fashion, as big and loud as it gets without getting dirty or
abrasive. See loveinoctober.com for all your informational and
consumer needs. — Ryan Cunningham

For those who like their metal more raw
than rehearsed, get ready to devour Kill
Tomorrow’s second CD like a juicy
steak fresh off the grill. Letting the riffs
just roll (the band doesn’t record to a
click track), the nine-song CD sounds
more like it’s letting listeners in on a
potent practice session than purchased
studio time. Occasionally, the
breakneck band gets more melodic
than some of their Muskegon metal

brethren like If He Dies, He Dies, with plenty of clean breaks in
songs like “The Pain of the Suffering” allowing vocalist Jason Miller
a few moments to stretch out his ravaged vocal chords and
guitarist Ross Wolfe a few chances to show off his skill beyond
relentlessly riffing. — EM

At first, the scenester-stylized synth
lines folding in just behind the jangle of
guitars on this new band’s debut EP
might garner them fan praise fitting of
their immodest moniker. Their beautiful
vocal lines, however, really deserve the
accolades. A song like “Our Last
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